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"equally a matter of

By Rene Bache.

CIENCE has been investigating beauty
S and bas discovered soma surprising

and Interesting facts about that most
desirable human quality.

Perhaps the most remarkeble conclusions
reached are that “beauty usually descends
through the male line rather than the
female and that a mother does not ordi-
narily transmit her beauty to her daugh-
ters.”” These conclusions are the result of a
line of research pursued by the heredity
experts of the Carnegie Institution and
other sclentists.

One prominent beauty expert summar-
rized the facts gbserved by him as follows:

(1) That it {a a matter of common ob-
servation, open t2
everybody’s notlce,
that the daughters
of beautiful women
do not average
higher in respcct of
looka than the gen-
erality in girls.

(2) That f{t 1is

Handsome
Mother

common obperva-
tion that the
daughters of not-
tbly handsome men
are likely to in-
herit thelr fathers’
beauty.

Right at the gtart

Chart Showing How Beauty
Is Transmitted.

JGndtome Women /e

Science Now Makes the Surprising

Assertion Tl‘lat Pretty Girls
Have Their Fathers to Thank,

Because Beauty Is Perpetuated

mother—and from her grandfather before
her. !

The proposition, however, {s.much more
complex than the above statement would
suggeet. There {8 such a thing as what
might be called, in a famlly, a “double
dose” of beauty—a sort of dose that any
girl might be glad to take. What does
that signify?

Well, for example, suppose the case of a
woman who has {nherited beauty from her
father. She marries a man whose mother
enjoyed a Illke Inheritance. There you
have a double dose of beauty. All of the
offepring of the marriage, both daughters
and =sons, will be handsome.

Beauty (say the heredity experts) has
two ways of descent in human belngs. It
may run stralght
down the male
line, from father to
son and grandson,
and beyond; or it
may “Jjump across."

The “jump a-
cross’’ (which Is tha
more usual thing)
{s 1llustrated by
the case of the
handeome father
who bequeaths
good looks to his
daughter. -She can-
not transmit them
—though how glad
she would be to
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it {8 interesting to do so — to her
find that thls in- Handsome daughters. But
heritance of human Daughters _ Sons she passes them
beauty follows the Pt =L back to her sons,
same rule as egg UBly Handsome whose  daughters
> Mother Father Vi

production among reproduce the beau-
hens, in several {y of thelr paternal
questions of human grandmother.
heredity much val- In such & case
uable laformation the trait of beauty
has been obtcined jumps across from
by studring the the male to the fe-
humble farmyard male, and then
population. . jumps back again

It has been def- [@:}D —to reappear by a
Initely as=certained E},S g;é return jump in the
tbrough multitudes " v next generation of
of oxperiments with %i} glrls. But, none
fowls that tke good = 1«3 the less, it {s the
layer does not he- male sex that pre-
:es.th her power Handsome Handsome s ‘!ra.pns-
Q Daughters Sons 8 kS a
to her daughters. mits the attributes
This, indeed, has f feminine pulchri-
b the prin-ipal Handsome Handsome ° dom i

ger e Mother Father tude.

obstacle to the de-
velopment of high
record treeds. It
fs to her =sons
that she transmits
the power of high
egg production. Be-
ing roosaters, they
cannot lay eggs,
but they hand the
power downu to
thelr daughters.
Therefore (it has
been found that the
best way to bulld -
up a flock of good
layers s to get
a rooster whose
mother was a first-class layer and then to
keep on with the same idea in the devel-
opment of the flock. The exceptional egg-
laying quality never stays In the female
line. It pereistently crosses back into the
male lina, through which it is perpetuated.

The same rule applies to human beauty.
It persistently crosses back to the male
line and is not transmitted directly from
mother to daughter, but there are complica-
tions in this transmission, some of which
will be explained later.

The beredity experts say it is surprising
how few beautiful women have equally
beautiful daughters of the same general
type. Think of all the cases in point that
you can and ses how this rule appliea, it
would be going too far to say that a
mother never bequeaths her good looks to
her daughter, but such cases are very ex-
ceptional. It is the same as with .the hensa,
The exceptionally good egg-layer's daugh-
ter does not fail to lay eggs, but gshe does
not rise above.the average.

Further, the heredity experts say that in
most of those exceptional cases where a
beautiful mother has beautiful daughters
it will be found that the latter inherited
their beauty from their father and that
{hey are of a different physical type from
the mother.

The heredity experts speak of certain
persons as “carriers” (by inheritance) of
specific traits or characteristics. Thus, in
» more general way, women are carriers
of beauty from generation to generation,
Bit they transmit it through their sons,

Take the case of o woman who has in-
herited beauty from her father., If she
marries a homely man, her daughters will
not be good looking. But the daughters
of her sons will, {n all lfkelihaod, be pretty,
{nheriting their looks from her—the grand-

Just Good
Looking Daughters

There could sure-
I¥ be no more cur-
fous paradox. But
nature i= full of
such seeming ab-
surdities. The point
here emphagized is
that a girl cannot
inherit beauty from
her mother unless
the latter has ac-
quired the quality
by inheritance from
her own father.

Men transmit
feminine beauty,

Extra Good
Locking Sons

handing 1t down
irom generatlon to generation; women
serve merely as ‘“carriers.”” It is the
male human being, in other words,

that is reeponsible for the perpetuation of
this attribute, deemed by all females of
the speclies to ba the most desirable. He
thus engenders the means of his own un-
doing; for women's beauty is the power
be Is least able to resist.

It is, then, to be Inferred that the per-
petuation of beauty in women is one of
the most Important, though unconsclous,
aims of masculine inheritance. Its suc-
cess Is, in a degree, controlled by condi-
tlons far more complex than might at
first glance be supposed.

The individual man (as often happens)
may have no beauty to give to his daught-
ters. It is not hia fault, but & milsfortune
of his ancestry. One notes that plain
women run in families. On the other
hand, if he be handsome, he may bequeath
his good looks to some of his daughters,
and not to others.

Again, in such a case, it is a matter of
heredity. He may inherit comellness
from his mother (derived from her
father), and yel his own father may have
been a homely man. In him the homeli-
ness of his father does not appear; it
is a “hidden” trait. But in some of his
daughters it reappears.

This explains the fact that in some
families there are pretty sisters and plain
sisters, It often, indeed commonly, hap-
pens that way.

But suppose that the father has a “dou-
ble dose” of beauty, derlved from hand-
some male angesors and a mother whose
father was notably good-looking. In that
Cage every one of his daughters will be
pretty. It is a sure thing.

In this country, the most famous family
of beautiful women is that of the Lang-
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hornes of Virginla. One of them mar-
rled Charles Dena Gibson; another is the
wife of young Waldcrf Astor, now an
officer in the British 2rmy. There were
five of them, and they could not help be-
ing beautiful, for their father was a very
handsome man, and thelr mother the
daughter of a race which in the male line
had had a reputation for exceptionally zood
looks for at least halt a dozen genera-
tions.

Here was a conspicuous caga of a
complex inheritance of beauty, On the other
hand, of courge, there are plenty of in-
stances of a double dose of homeliness—
which would satlsfactorily sccount for the
run of plain women, generation after gen-
eration, in many 2 family.

Summed up, the ldee Is this: If a man
has a single dose of beauty, he may expect
to bequeath it to hall his daughters. If he
have n double dose, he may be confident
that all of them will be beautiful.

Now, the moral of all this is sufficlently
obvious, in its appiication to matrimony.

If a woman would insure pulchritude for
her girls vet to be born. she ought to plek
out a husband (if possible) whose grand-
fathers on both sides or the family wera
good looking.

Anybody's immediate and personal obser-
vation will furnish plenty of support for
jthe statements of fact herein set forth.
‘Take, for illustration, any family that you

“*know wherein there are a number or chil-
dren. Are the girls grod-looking. and the
boys not? In that case take note of the
father. He {8 & handsome man, is he not?
And the mother—Iis she not rather decided-
Iy plain?

Nothing Is more common than to ses an
Wugly man with & beautiful sister, Dut can
Ivou think oft-hand of any markedly homely
man whose daughters are notably hand-
some?

Such a thing does happen oceaslonally,
through accidents of inheritance, but it is
anusual. And, where it oecurs, you will
find that the man’s father, or perhaps his
mother's father, was handeome. In him
heauty is a “latent,” or hidden, characteris-
tic. But it is there—in the male strain—
and inevitably reappears in at least some
of the daughters, from generation to gen-
eration.

Who has not heard of the Gunnings—
the most celebrated beauties of modern
times? Thelr father, John Gunning, was a
penniless  Irishman  but extraordinarily
handsome. His good looks won the love
and hand of a daughter of the sixth Vis-
count Mavo. ’

Two girls born of this marriage, Marie
:and Elizabeth, were taken by their mother'
to London in 1760. They quickly became
‘the rage. So remarkable was their beauty
that crowds followed them on the streets.

«Seven hundred people stood all one nigh
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Lillian Russell and

A conspicuous case of a well-known
American beauty who did not trans.
mit her features of face or coloring to
her daughter. Lillian Russell is a pro-
nounced blond;: her daughter is a
brunette and resembles Fred S~lo-

|

Her Daughter.

mon, her father.

The Deposed Czarina, Her Four Daughters and H er Son.

This Illustrates the Beauty Inheritance Rule Strikingly.
Four Daughters, While Not Displeasing,

The Czerina Is Handsome and Has Regulay Features.
Have Irregular Features, Do Not Resemble Their Mother in Any Way but

Her

Are Like Their Father, While the Only Son Inherits His Mother's Good Looks.

C atside an inn to see Elizabeth get in‘o
her coach in the morning. She becama
Duchess of Hamilton, and afterwards
Duchess of Argyll. Maria married the Earl
of Coventry. Bolh were portionless and
80 devoid of education as to be actually
ignorant, but the good looks inherited from
their father enabled (hem Lo make great
maltches,

Take the case of the most famous heauty
in history—which rank is traditionally ae-
corded to Cleopatra. There were a good
moany Cleopalras;, this name being a com-
mon one in the Ptolemy family, the mem-
bers of which customarily Intermarried
among themselves. But, of course, it is the
last one of the dynasty, the Serpent of the
Nile, that {s here spoken of.

Where did she get her looks?’
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Well, the original Ptolemy was one of
the generals of Alexander the Great and,
according to good evidence, n bhrother of
the conqueror. When the conqueror died
tho emplre he had created began to fall to
pieces. Ptolemy was gent to Egypt as
governor, and not long afterward he de-
clared himseif king.

This Ptolemy was a very skillful mill-
tary leader and was also reputed the hand-
enmest man of hisg day. The dynasty he
founded lasted nearly 800 years and was
remarkable for good looks—barring the
seventh king, who was called the “Bloated"”
because of disfigurement by intemperance.
l’i"ha ninth king, Ptolemy Auletes, is said to
nave been astonishingly handsome, though
sffeminate. ;

Ptolemy Auletes was the father of the
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Berpent of the Nile, of whom it has been
sald that if ber nose had been half an inch
shorter the face of the world would have
been changed,

But (n8 it would appear) she owed her
besuty to her father. So marvellous was
her physieal perfection that when a falth-
ful serving man carried her secretly on his
back in a sack through the palace at Alex-
andria and dumped her out before Caesar
that susecoptible gentleman was unable to
resist her charms,

It is certainly odd. We speak of womsn
as the “‘fair sex,” but {t is the male parent
who bestows upon his daughters the gift
of beauty. Not only the heredity expert,
but the every-day observation of us ordf
nary folks offers convincing testimony ev
the point.




